The role of community pharmacists in the management of hematopoietic stem cell transplant recipients: knowledge and training.
The patients receiving hematopoietic stem cell transplantation (HSCT) require routine management: the role of the pharmacist has not been extensively considered. This study had 2 aims: to explore the knowledge of community pharmacists relating to pediatric HSCT and to evaluate their expectations in terms of training needs. We interviewed 40 community pharmacists in May and June 2010 in Paris (France) with a 3 parts questionnaire: information concerning the community pharmacy, analysis of 2 pediatric prescriptions and knowledge about HSCT and professional training. Twenty-nine (72.5%) of the 40 community pharmacies agreed to participate in the study. When asked what pharmacological advice they would give for an episode of fever, 13% of the pharmacists asked said that they would deliver acetaminophen without asking any further questions. Concerning hypertrichosis in patients treated with corticosteroids and ciclosporin, none mentioned the role of ciclosporin. The erroneous indications for HSCT given included road accidents (1 pharmacist; 3.4%) and hemophilia (3 pharmacists; 10.3%). Almost 80% of the pharmacists questioned considered their HSCT knowledge insufficient for their professional practice. An E-learning session adapted to their needs was of interest to almost three quarters of the pharmacists questioned.